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Walls of Water 
 
© 2019 by Rabbi Baruch Binyamin Hakohen Melman 

   
Rabbi Zadok Hakohen Rabinowitz, of Lublin (1823 - 
1900), was one of the deepest Hasidic thinkers and 
leaders. One of his most famous teachings was that 
the first time you see a word in the Torah, it is like the 
"headquarters" for that word, and its first context is 
the prism through which you can understand all its 
subsequent iterations. 
 
So as I sit down to write my monthly essay I am fresh 
from teaching my parashat hashavua class. We read 
in parashat Beshallach, EXODUS 14, verse 22, that as 
the waters of the Red Sea begin to part and the  
Children of Israel went into the sea on dry ground,  
" … vehaMayim lahem Choma meYeminam  
umiSmolam - … and the waters formed a wall 
(choma) on their right and on their left." We see that 
the first ever mention of a wall in the Torah is in this 
very verse!  But the wall of water at the Red Sea was 

porous and had openings at both ends! The Israelites entered legally! 
 
America has always welcomed legal immigration - until 1924. Except for 
slaves and native Americans, all Americans voluntarily came from some-
where and volunteered for the usually harrowing journey.  Using the DNA  
of the first-use paradigm law in the Torah, one could say there was under-
stood a NEED for the wall both from the right as well as from the left 
(meYeminam umiSmolam)!  In other words, if the wall was only on their right, the 
Israelites would have drowned. Or if the wall was only on their left, they would 
also have drowned.  In a sense Hashem is relaying a message to the people  
that the left and the right sides of the nation must work together in harmony to 
achieve a common good - survival. 
 
Barriers can be good. Once Israel built her barrier in 2003, mass casualty suicide 
bombings went from almost weekly to almost NONE. Now there are some walls 
built to keep people locked within! The Berlin Wall was built to keep people from 
escaping communism. That was a bad wall which had to come down. If we look 
closely at the word chomah (wall), we also can discern the word cham, meaning 
warmth. Just as there are in Hebrew two words for the moon (yareach and  
levana),   so too there are two words for the sun (shemesh and chamah). Like the 
shamash candle, the shemesh is the source of LIGHT, while the chamah is the 
source of WARMTH, protecting us from the absolute coldness of space, zero  
degrees Kelvin. This gives us insight into the nature of walls. If they lead to more 
light and warmth they are good. If society becomes darker and colder and more 
distrustful and less compassionate as a result, then they run counter to human  
interests.  
 
No matter our disparate backgrounds and origins, can we yet come to that place 
of warmth and sunshine and light - and unite around that which we all share in 
common, a sense of brotherhood, shared values, the Constitution, the flag,  
motherhood and apple pie? We cannot clap our hands with only our right or left 
hands.  
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Temple office:  (570) 421-8781                                                                     Rabbi Baruch Melman                                            
tipoc@ptd.net                                                 (914) 805-3159 

www.templeisraelofthepoconos.org            rabbimelman@gmail.com 

3 yr Trustee: Dave Rosenberg 269-0566 dave0156@ptd.net 

2 yr Trustee: Ivan Margolis 
Art Glantz 
Bernie Driller 

994-5342 
424-7876 
421-6103 

N/A  
aglant7@ptd.net 
bernied1127@gmail.com 

1 yr Trustee: Morris Janowski 
Debbie Smith 
Lois LaBarca 
 

347-524-7584   
610-751-7692 
421-6103 

janowskimorris@gmail.com 
kyandpa@gmail.com 
loislabarca@gmail.com 

Cemetery:  209/ 
Eliezer Gardens 

Barry Tremper 
Charlie Cahn 

588-6148 
424-7955 

suebah@ptd.net 
chascahn@ptd.net 

Hebrew School Debbie Smith 610-751-7692 kyandpa@gmail.com 

Ritual Bernie Driller 
Art Glantz 

421-6103 
424-7876 

bernied1127@gmail.com 
aglant7@ptd.net 

Finance Tom Wolf 973-477-6656 thomasawolfl950@gmail.com 

Membership Contact office  tipoc@ptd.net 

Kitchen Dave Rosenberg 269-0566 dave0156@ptd.net 

House  Herb Rosen 
Barry Tremper 

424-1161 
588-6148 

herbr12@ptd.net 
suebah@ptd.net 

Chesed & Wishograms Contact Temple Office 421-8781 tipoc@ptd.net 

Newsletter Barbara Rosenberg 236-7544 barb74@ptd.net 

Gift Shop Debbie Smith 610-751-7692 kyandpa@gmail.com 

Programming Barbara Rosenberg 236-7544 barb74@ptd.net 

Temple Publicity 
 

Marcie Rabinowitz 
 

629-2994 yidkydz@gmail.com 

Rabbi Melman’s Office Hours: Tuesday/Thursday 10:30 — 12:00 
                                                       Wednesday 6:00—7:00 
                                                       By appointment ONLY 
Temple Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday 10:00—3:00 

Please provide Barbara with any 
information that is missing for 
you in the above grid.  Thank you. 

President Merle Turitz 223-1131 Merle.Turitz@gmail.com 

1st Vice President Barry Tremper 588-6148 suebah@ptd.net 

2nd Vice President Sam Newman 421-8243 snewman@skicamelback.com 

Secretary Barbara Rosenberg 236-7544 barb74@ptd.net 

Treasurer Tom Wolf 973-477-6656 thomasawolfl950@gmail.com 

Asst. Treasurer Herb Rosen 424-1161 herbr12@ptd.net 

Sitting Past President Suzanne Tremper 588-6148 grand6ma@ptd.net 
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Here’s what I know…. 

Membership in any organization is fluid. Sometimes there is an 
influx of new members and sometimes it’s stagnant. Sometimes 
established members become active, and sometimes they just 
need a break. As the membership ages, they tend to leave for 
warmer climates, sometimes on a part-time basis, and more  
frequently, on a permanent basis. While this constant movement 
often leaves voids in coverage of events and other responsibili-
ties of the synagogue, it also gives others an opportunity to step 
up and get involved. Let’s look at the bright side! 
 
Here at Temple Israel, we welcome all members, established and those just trying 
us on for size! Whatever your reason for getting involved with Temple activities, 
and however involved you wish to be, one thing is for sure – we want you, we need 
you and there’s a place for you here.   
 
We are in dire need of a Membership Chairperson that can network with others to 
build up our congregation, increase our Hebrew School and develop a sense of  
community. We know there are Jewish families that are hiding in the region. We 
need someone who can open the door and embrace them. Do you have the desire  
to do outreach in the area? Are you upbeat and positive? Then please consider  
joining the Board and Trustees as a Committee Chair.  
 
We are also seeking new ideas for events. Not every event has to be Jewish or  
holiday related. I’ve been asked if the membership would be interested in a weekly 
or bi-weekly Yoga class or Zumba class. If you have interest in joining a class, 
please call the office and let Lucinda know. We are talking about early evening 
classes so those who are working can join.  
 
How about speakers? Do you have a passion or specialty that would be of interest 
to a group? How about an unusual hobby? Does your family have an unusual  
history? Can you teach people to play canasta? Mah-Jongg?  Crochet a kippah? 
Maybe we can persuade Barry to make breakfast before the event begins!  
 
I’m also looking to form a group who may be interested in helping at the local  
East Stroudsburg Soup Kitchen on Monday evenings; maybe once a month. My  
son Brett has been volunteering there for six or seven years and I help out when 
I’m not working. Doing this with my son is so rewarding I can’t even put into 
words. For families who are looking to do community service work together, this  
is a great start. Ask me how! 
 
 
Continued on page 4 

 

   A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 
MERLE TURITZ 
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Continued from President’s Message, page 3 
 
Once again, we are looking to bring two fun events with which weather and holidays  
originally interfered. International cake decorator Gitti Allman from Five Towns will be  
giving a class on cup cake decorating sometime in April, if we generate enough interest.  
Rachel Bekermus Sorger will be leading a painting class at the end of March, and may be  
combining it with a Wine Tasting or Yoga class if there is interest. Why do we have this big 
beautiful building if we are not making the most of it. Let’s open these doors to possibilities.  
Something the Rabbi and I have entertained is a monthly fun Friday night Shabbos service 
that is a little exciting and different like a prayer service that includes percussion instruments 
(no electric) and some different tunes to the usual prayers. Not quite a rock n’ roll service,  
but something that might be more appealing to our younger men and women. What do you 
think? Would you come? Are you ready to try something new? We are also looking to bring  
back a monthly catered Friday evening dinner that would provide members and guests with  
a real Shabbos experience. Be the star once again. Would you like to chant your Bar Mitzvah  
or Bas Mitzvah Haftorah? The Temple will sponsor the Kiddush in your honor for the first  
student who volunteers to do this!! 
 
Don’t forget that Marcie is running a monthly book club and Rabbi has a full menu of mid-
week and Sunday Adult learning classes. Do you make a great kugel? Know the secret recipe  
to Bubbe’s babkah? Share it with others and start a Jewish Heritage Cooking class. We have 
this big beautiful kitchen that should be used for more than frying latkes for Chanukah,  
baking hamantashen and preparing Shabbos kiddushes. C’mon people, now – Smile on your 
brother, everybody get together, try to love one another, right now!  Call the office and let us 
know which idea speaks to you! 
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Saturday, Feb. 2 10:00—11:30 Shabbat School 

Sunday, Feb. 3 NO SCHOOL  

Sunday, Feb. 10 10:00—12:00 Sunday School 

Sunday, Feb. 17  TBD   

Sunday, Feb. 24 10:00—12:00 Sunday School 
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Ask The Rabbi….. by Rabbi Baruch Melman         Copyright 2019 by Rabbi Baruch Binyamin Hakohen Melman 

Q Dear Rabbi, 
 
I have a Jewish friend who is looking to join a synagogue, but she is very liberal, and she is scared  
off because your synagogue is conservative. She is afraid she wouldn't be able to make friends with anyone. She is 
afraid to even walk in the door!  What should I tell her? Why would a synagogue label itself conservative when most 
Jews are liberal. Is that a sane way to attract new members? Seriously! 
 
Perplexed 
********************************************************************** 

A Dear Perplexed, 
 
Oy, where do we begin? I agree that most young Jews today do not have the faintest understanding why Conserva-
tive affiliated synagogues are called Conservative. Notice that I capitalized the C in Conservative. Most supposedly 
learned essays on the sociology of American Judaism lazily use a small c in writing about Conservative Judaism or 
synagogues or Jews for that matter. The capital C makes all the difference in the world. But only if you know and 
understand the history of its origins! A PhD thesis could just scratch the surface! 
 
But here is the history in a nutshell. Up until the mid-1800s most American synagogues followed the traditional 
forms of Jewish worship which Jews had known in Europe before emigrating and coming to America. And then the 
Reform movement, which had recently begun in Germany, caught on in America. Debates and arguments soon  
consumed every community. But like dominos, almost every synagogue in America switched to Reform, to integrate 
and assimilate and to fit in better with their Protestant neighbors. Off with the yarmulkas and talleisim. In with the 
organ and choirs, out with the dietary laws. Out with separate seating, in with family seating. Out with Saturday  
services, in with Friday nights. Some even moved the Sabbath services to Sunday mornings! 
 
Now that the community in America was starting to grow in numbers it was felt that it was finally time to stop  
importing European trained Reform rabbis from Germany and to create their own rabbinical school for American 
trained clergy. The counter-Reformation in Germany of 1848 forced many German Jews to flee to America, where 
the majority settled in Cincinnati and so chose Cincinnati as the location of their rabbinical school. 
 
In 1885 they had their first commencement exercise at the ordination of their first class of American trained rabbis. 
Whether the caterer was at fault or it was a decision from on high, but a lot of sea food was served, minus fins and 
scales. So the minority group that was more inclined to maintaining ritual and the dietary laws got up in protest and 
walked out, deciding to create their own school which would honor and conserve the traditions, as opposed to  
throwing out the baby with the proverbial bathwater. 
 
And this could not have come at a more propitious time! It was precisely beginning in the late 1880s that saw  
the beginning of the mass immigration of traditionally observant Jews from Eastern Europe - Poland and Russia,  
ultimately bringing in several million souls to these shores. These Jews tended to wish to remain more traditional 
while still blending in in order to acclimate to their new country. This new movement, Conservative, trying to  
conserve essential traditions and rituals, seemed a much better, natural fit for those born and raised in more 
traditional communities. Reform Judaism felt much too radical and not Jewish enough for these Jews, Eastern  
European born and bred.  
 
There were even many who remained "officially Orthodox" in their worship style, maintaining the mechitzah -wooden 
barrier separating the men from the women worshippers. Sermons were in Yiddish and the style was more or less a 
chaotic, discordant low hum, punctuated with the occasional melody. By 1950 everyone assumed Orthodoxy would 
die out for good as the immigrant generation was beginning to pass and the suburban migration was all the rage. 
But the WW2 refugees would be a different breed altogether. Their goal was not to assimilate, but to rebuild the 
world that was lost in Europe. They emerged strong in the 1980s. 
 
So now we are well into the new millennium. Conservative Judaism is wondering what happened as both 
the Reform on the left and the Orthodox on the right have strongly rebounded. One key factor in declining 
membership may even just be its branding and marketing. If you don't know the history of American Judaism, 
and you see the word Conservative, while you may identify as liberal and progressive, why would you consider 
entering the synagogue at all, let alone consider joining? 
 
In Israel, the closest thing to Conservative Judaism is the Masorti Movement, begun and run by Conservative 
trained rabbis from the United States. Masorti means "traditional" in Hebrew. It cuts to the chase, gets to the point, 
and avoids the confusion of identity politics. It maintains close ties to tradition, yet is egalitarian and conversant with 
modern life. Perhaps in America we can learn from Israel? Who knows, year round crowds may yet come to walk 
through the doors! A hundred years ago most Jews lived in Poland and Russia and spoke Yiddish. There was no state 
of Israel. Only fools predict the future. 
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February  Yahrzeit List 

February 13 Adar 08 Jack Goliger 
Samuel Libfield 
Rose Summers 
Benjamin Wilkins 
 

February 14 Adar 09 Rose Berger 
Morris Cantor 
Emil Hertz 
Harold Levin 
Bernard G. Levy 
Milton Miller 
 

February 15 Adar 10 Lisbeth Breslauer 
Harry Forster 
Nathan Garfinkel 
 

February 16 Adar 11 Mae Block 

February 17 Adar 12 Harry Kleinfeld 

February 18 Adar 13 Barbara Zieffert 

February 19 Adar 14 Rachel Solomon 

February 20 Adar 15 Melisse Rosen Shifrin 

February 21 Adar 16 Alfred Berkhof 
Frances Isaac 
Ida Rood 
Martin Siegel 
 

February 22 Adar 17 Frederick Berkowitz 
Morris Friedman 
Harry Hymowitz 
 

February 23 Adar 18 Marshall Feinsilber  
Norman Gelber 
 

February 26 Adar 21 Louis Beckenstein  
Mordecai Levy 
 

February 27 Adar 22 Alexandra Starr 

February 28 Adar 23 Isidore Diamond 
Max Effross 
Sidney Wolfe 
Louis Nadelman 
 

February 1 Shevat 26 Rose Beckenstein 
Fannier Blick 
Sarah Getz 
Harold Giblin 
David Vogel 
 

February 2 Shevat 27 Marion Bornstein 
Jacob Isaac 
Yevgeny Trofimov 
 

February 3 Shevat 28 Marilyn Margolies 

February 4 Shevat 29 Sarah Brown 
Florence Edelstein 
Samuel Land 
 

February 5 Shevat 30 Chaim Berlin 
Harold Cheslow 
Katie Goldman 
Harry Krumper 
Victor Taylor 
 

February 6 Adar 01 Sadie Nadelman 
Ruth Parish 
Steve Philippsberg 
 

February 7 Adar 02 Lillian Berkhof 
Ruth Josephs 
Myrna Levin 
Meyer Woodnick 
 

February 9 Adar 04 Gertrude Kimmel 

February 11 Adar 06 Hilda C Brown 
Estelle Goldstein 
Yetta Silverman 
 

February 12 Adar 07 Rose Dwoskin 
Solomon Gabin 
Irving Jacobs 
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March 2 
  

Adar 25 Myriam Monsonego 
Jonathan Sandler 
Gavriel Sandler 
Aryeh Sandler 
Howard Schuchman 
 

March 3 Adar 26 Nettie Oloff 

March 4 Adar 27 Isidore Kaufman 
Ceila Soloman 
 

March 6 Adar 29 Erna Eisemann 
Charles Schuchman 
 

March 7 Adar 30 Benjamin Howitt 

March 10 Adar II 03 Lenore Gorman 

March 11 Adar II 04 Theodore Cahn 

March 12 Adar II 05 Ida Jolley 
Anne Tremper 
 

March 15 Adar II 08 Richard Moskovitz 

March 17 Adar II 10 Hannah Miller 
Ruth Rosenthal 
Pearl Yark 
 

March 20 Adar II 13 Dora Chamock 
Frances Tremper 
 

March 23 Adar II 16 Henry Reader 

March 29 Adar II 22 Elsie Greenberg 
Jill Schulman 
 

March 30 Adar II 23 Charles Steinberg 

April 3 Adar II 27 Solomon Silverman 

March  Yahrzeit List 
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Thank you to the following for their generous donations: 

Sponsored Kiddush Luncheons 

Tony Stefano in memory of Ferdinando Alfonsi 
Michael Newman in memory of his mother Ruth 
Suzanne Tremper in memory of her father Leo 

Yahrzeit Donations 

Robert Porcelan in memory of Mendel Porcelan 
Caron Manley in memory of Lea Katz 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
 

Anonymous 

General Donations 

 
Steve Krawitz 

Donna and Ken Waite 
Douglas Friedman 

Paul Solomon 
Brenna Bry 

Max and Judy Levy 
Linda Feliciano 

Memorial Plaques 

    Mike Katz in memory of his father,  
                            Ed. Katz 
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Please refrain from smoking on 
Temple property. 
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If you are  celebrating a milestone year, whether it 
be birthday or anniversary, please let me know so 
others may celebrate with you. 
 
Contact:  Lucinda at the Temple Office 
(570) 421-8781 

 
February Birthdays 

February 01 Georgiann Wolf  
Karen Wilson 

February 09 Hilary Morrow  
Marlene Mandel 

February 10 Kyra Herschlag 

February 22 Merle Turitz 

February 25 Fran Cohen 
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WE  ALL HAVE SIMCHAS AND NACHES IN OUR LIFE 
CELEBRATE AND COMMEMORATE WITH ANY OF THE FOLLOWING... 

 

SEND WARM THOUGHTS 
Give the Temple Office a call or send an e-mail to tipoc@ptd.net and let someone know 

you’re thinking of them. For a small contribution to the Hessed Fund, we will send a card 
wishing a Happy Birthday, Congratulations, Mazel Tov, Get Well or Condolences.   A notice will 

appear in this bulletin, as well.  When you call, please leave all the information needed. 
 

TREE OF LIFE AND MEMORIALS 
Add a leaf to the Tree of Life to celebrate births, birthdays, marriages, bar and bat mitzvahs, or 

any other special event for a minimum contribution of $150. Remember loved ones with a 
Memorial Plaque at a minimum contribution of $600 for members, $850 for non-members. 

Contact the Temple Office at 570-421-8781. 

ENDOWMENT FUND 
It’s always a great time to make a contribution. Make your check out to “Temple Israel.” 

Another thought to consider, remember Temple Israel in your will.  
Call the Temple office at 570-421-8781 or tipoc@ptd.net 

 

Honor or Remember Someone Special 
with a Bookplate 

 

 A bookplate can be placed in a Siddur, the 
weekly prayer book we use every Friday evening 
and Shabbat morning, or in a machzor, the prayer 
book which is used on the High Holidays.  
Remember a special occasion such as a birthday, 
anniversary, bnei mitzvah or any other occasion you 
want to note for a relative or friend.  You can also 
place a dedication in someone’s memory.  A 
nameplate with the donor, recipient, and occasion 
will be inserted.  The minimum donation is $50.   

                         Contact the Temple Office (570) 421-8781.  

Do you need a  Mi Sheberach Recited? 
 

 When you can’t make services, but would like a prayer said on behalf of someone 
important to you, please don’t hesitate to call the synagogue and leave a message  

on the Temple answering machine for Rabbi Melman so that your prayers  
will be included in our services. 
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Shabbat Oneg and Kiddush Luncheons 
 

Some good reasons to sponsor a Kiddush luncheon or Oneg Shabbat: 
 

 It’s your birthday, or your friend’s or your mom’s etc. 
 It’s a special anniversary — of a bar or bat mitzvah or wedding 
 In memory of a loved one 
 To celebrate special event 
 Because you are a nice person who likes to support your favorite neighborhood shul 

 
Friday Night Oneg  

Package would include a sweet assortment of Pareve desserts, fresh fruit salad along with 
beverages 

Sponsored Kiddush Luncheon:   
Regular Kiddush:  Challah, Bagels with cream cheese, plus 4 cold salads (e.g., egg salad, 
tuna, salad, fresh green salad, bean salad, fruit salad, pasta salad, macaroni salad, mozzarella 
ball salad, cucumber and tomatoes salad, herring), kugel, assortments of dairy desserts,  
beverages.   
Deluxe Kiddush:  the basic Kiddush along with Lox, white fish salad   
You can sponsor alone, or can  co-sponsor with other people!   Please contact the 
Temple Office at 570-421-8781 or email tipoc@ptd.net  We need 2 weeks prior to the date 
you would like to sponsor the Kiddush or Oneg. 
 
Requests for special menu items must be discussed at time of booking and may include extra charges 
(i.e. delicatessen, hot food, special desserts) 
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FROM YOUR MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE…..  

we offer you a challenge! 
 

We need everyone to help with this.  Surely you know individuals and  
families who have no affiliation with a Synagogue.   

Encourage them to become members of our Temple Israel Family!    
 

 
If every family brings in one individual or family,  

think of the possibilities! 
 
 

At Temple events, be they regular Shabbat Services or a social occasion,  
introduce yourself to anyone you don’t recognize.  You’ll make new friends 

and assist us in enlarging our family. 
 

YOU CAN BE PART OF OUR SUCCESS!! 
 

 For information please contact: 
 

 Temple Israel 421-8781  

Please leave a phone number so that we may return your call. 
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 February 2019  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
Friday evening services:                      
8:00 p.m. 

 

Saturday Shabbat services:   
9:30 a.m. 

  1         26 shevat 

Candlelighting: 
5:00 

2        27 shevat 

Shabbat School: 
10:00—11:30 

3        28 shevat 

 

BOARD MEETING 
10:00 a.m. 

 

Brunch and Learn 
12:00—1:00 

4         29 shevat 5          30 shevat 6             1 Adar I 7              2 Adar I 8            3 Adar I 

 

Candlelighting: 
5:08 

9                   4 Adar I 

10            5 Adar I 

 

Sunday School: 
10:00—12:00 

 

Brunch and Learn 
12:00—1:00 

11          6 Adar I 12            7 Adar I 13           8 Adar I 14            9 Adar I 15        10 Adar I 

Candlelighting: 
5:17 

16 11 Adar I 

17         12 Adar I 
 
 
Sunday School:  
TBD 

 

Brunch and Learn 
12:00—1:00 

18        13 Adar I 19          14 Adar I 20         15 Adar I 21          16 Adar I 22        17 Adar I 

Candlelighting: 
5:26 

23 18 Adar I 

Sponsored  
Kiddush: 
Merle Turitz 

 

24          12 Adar I 

 

Sunday School: 
10:00—12:00 

 

Brunch and Learn 
12:00—1:00 

25       20 Adar I 26          21 Adar I   27         22 Adar I  28          23 Adar I 



All submissions are subject to review by the editorial committee.   

Please submit all articles for consideration to: 

Barbara Rosenberg 

570-236-7544 or barb74@ptd.net 

PLEASE NOTE THE DEADLINE FOR THE 
NEXT ISSUE OF  YOUR NEWSLETTER: 
 MARCH NEWSLETTER:  FEBRUARY 15 

Temple Israel of the Poconos is located at 711 Wallace Street 
in Stroudsburg. Friday evening services begin at 8:00 p.m. and  

Saturday Shabbat Services begin at 9:30 a.m. 
ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Temple Israel Newsletter, Edition 652 February 2019 published  
monthly at Temple Israel of the Poconos, 711 Wallace Street,  
Stroudsburg, PA  18360.  (570) 421-8781/tipoc@ptd.net.   
 
For information concerning this publication contact Barbara Rosenberg, 
Editor, (570) 236-7544/barb74@ptd.net. 
 
Now on the web at:  www.templeisraelofthepoconos.org 

FIRST CLASS 


